SUNDAY BULLETIN DECEMBER 28, 2025
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for December
For Christians in areas of conflict

Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation, and hope.

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS
CONFESSIONS HEARD 30 MINUTES BEFORE EACH MASS

Inside this issue:

Tuesday, December 30 — Sixth Day of the Octave of Chirstmas
This Week’s Saints 2
7:30 AM - Kim Atwell+ .
Wednesday, December 31 — Pope St. Sylvester | Knights Server Schedule 3
5:00 PM - Bob Smith+ (Holy Day Vigil Mass) Lector Schedule 3
Thursday, January | — Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Offertory 3
(Holy Day of Obligation) MO Scholars 3
6:00 PM - People of the Parish
PTO Gift Cards 3
Friday, January 2 — Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament following Mass until 5:00pm New Year's Mass Schedule 3
8:15 AM - Vocations to the Priesthood Mobile Meals 3
Saturday, January 3 — St. John School News 3

No Morning Mass
5:00 PM - Abby Quinn Boiest+ (Sunday Vigil Mass)

Sunday, January 4 — The Epiphany of the Lord Scripture Readings
8:00 AM - People of the Parish Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
] Colossians 3:12-21

10:00 AM - Barbara MCCO)’+ Matthew 2:13-1 5’ 19-23

DIOCESAN OFFICE OF CHILD AND YOUTH PROTECTION
THE DIOCESE OF KANSAS CITY-ST. JOSEPH IS COMMITTED TO COMBATING SEXUAL ABUSE IN THE CHURCH. IF YOU ARE A VICTIM OF SEXUAL ABUSE, OR IF YOU OBSERVE OR SUSPECT SEXUAL ABUSE:

I. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at [-800-392-3738 (if the victim is currently under the age of 18) and

2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911 and

3. After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report suspected sexwal abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Ombudsman, 816-213-6024 or ombudsman @ diocesekcsj.org,

if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of The Diocese of Kansas City - St. Joseph. The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and
their families. Please contact the Victim Assistance Coordinator (VAC), at 816-714-2357 ext. 516 or victimadvocate @ diocesekesj.org for more information.
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“BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO FEAR THE LORD AND WALK IN HIS WAYS.”

THIS WEEKS* SAINTS

December 29: St. Thomas Becket

His career had been a stormy one. While archdeacon of Can-
terbury, he was made chancellor of England at the age of 36
by his friend King Henry Il. When Henry felt it advantageous
to make his chancellor the archbishop of Canterbury, Thom-
as gave him fair warning: he might not accept all of Henry’s
intrusions into Church affairs. Nevertheless, in 1162 he was
made archbishop, resigned his chancellorship, and reformed

his whole way of life!

Troubles began. Henry insisted upon usurping Church rights.
At one time, supposing some conciliatory action possible,
Thomas came close to compromise. He momentarily ap-
proved the Constitutions of Clarendon, which would have
denied the clergy the right of trial by a Church court and
prevented them from making direct appeal to Rome. But
Thomas rejected the Constitutions, fled to France for safety,
and remained in exile for seven years. When he returned to
England he suspected it would mean certain death. Because
Thomas refused to remit censures he had placed upon bish-
ops favored by the king, Henry cried out in a rage, “Will no
one rid me of this troublesome priest!” Four knights, taking
his words as his wish, slew Thomas in the Canterbury cathe-

dral.

December 31: Pope St. Sylvester |

A great store of legends has grown up around the man who
was pope at this most important time, but very little can be
established historically. We know for sure that his papacy
lasted from 314 until his death in 335. Reading between the
lines of history, we are assured that only a very strong and
wise man could have preserved the essential independence of
the Church in the face of the overpowering figure of the Em-
peror Constantine. In general, the bishops remained loyal to
the Holy See, and at times expressed apologies to Sylvester
for undertaking important ecclesiastical projects at the urging
of Constantine.

January |: Mary, Mother of God

Mary’s divine motherhood broadens the Christmas spotlight.
Mary has an important role to play in the Incarnation of the
Second Person of the Blessed Trinity. She consents to God’s
invitation conveyed by the angel (Luke 1:26-38). Elizabeth
proclaims: “Most blessed are you among women and blessed
is the fruit of your womb. And how does this happen to me,

that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” (Luke [:42-43,
emphasis added). Mary’s role as mother of God places her in a

unique position in God’s redemptive plan.
Without naming Mary, Paul asserts that “God sent his Son,
born of a woman, born under the law” (Galatians 4:4). Paul’s

further statement that “God sent the spirit of his Son into
our hearts, crying out ‘Abba, Father!” helps us realize that

Mary is mother to all the brothers and sisters of Jesus.

Some theologians also insist that her motherhood of Jesus is

an important element in God’s creative plan. God’s “first”
thought in creating was Jesus. Jesus, the incarnate Word, is the
one who could give God perfect love and worship on behalf of all
creation. As Jesus was “first” in God’s mind, Our Lady was
“second” insofar as she was chosen from all eternity to be his

mother.

The precise title “Mother of God” goes back at least to the third
or fourth century. In the Greek form Theotokos (God-bearer), it
became the touchstone of the Church’s teaching about the Incarna-
tion. The Council of Ephesus in 43 [ insisted that the holy Fathers were
right in calling the holy virgin Theotokos. At the end of this particular
session, crowds of people marched through the street shouting:

“Praised be the Theotokos!”

January 2: St. Basil the Great

Saint Basil the Great was on his way to becoming a famous
teacher when he decided to begin a religious life of gospel pov-
erty. After studying various modes of religious life, he founded
what was probably the first monastery in Asia Minor. He is to
monks of the East what Saint Benedict is to the West, and Basil’s

principles influence Eastern monasticism today.

He was ordained a priest, assisted the archbishop of Caesarea—
now southeastern Turkey—and ultimately became archbishop
himself, in spite of opposition from some of the bishops under

him, probably because they foresaw coming reforms.

Arianism, one of the most damaging heresies in the history of the
Church which denied the divinity of Christ, was at its height.
Emperor Valens persecuted orthodox believers, and put great
pressure on Basil to remain silent and admit the heretics to com-
munion. Basil remained firm, and Valens backed down. But trou-
ble remained. When the great Saint Athanasius died, the mantle
of defender of the faith against Arianism fell upon Basil. He
strove mightily to unite and rally his fellow Catholics who were
crushed by tyranny and torn by internal dissension. He was mis-
understood, misrepresented, accused of heresy and ambition.
Even appeals to the pope brought no response. “For my sins |

seem to be unsuccessful in everything.”

Saint Basil the Great was tireless in pastoral care. He preached
twice a day to huge crowds, built a hospital that was called a
wonder of the world—as a youth he had organized famine relief
and worked in a soup kitchen himself—and fought the prostitu-

tion business.

Basil was best known as an orator. Though not recognized great-
ly in his lifetime, his writings rightly place him among the great
teachers of the Church. Seventy-two years after his death, the
Council of Chalcedon described him as “the great Basil, minister

of grace who has expounded the truth to the whole earth.”
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KNIGHT RESPONSIBILITIES LECTOR SCHEDULE
JANUARY 3-4 JANUARY 4
Mass Time| Position Knights Mass Time Lector
Acolyte | | Sam Brobst Sun. 8am Kristy Lauhoff
Sat.5pm | Acolyte 2| Graham Randolph
colyte raham Randolp Sun. 10am Mary Pauley
Sun. 8am Acolyte | | Alex Wl.dner Scan here to donate online!
Acolyte 2 | Gabe Widner BISHOP HOGAN PTO
M.C. | Burke Beetsma Weekly Offering
Thurifer | Thatcher Rardon The PTO has a variety of gift cards that December
Acolyte | | Rowdy Miller you can purchase for any occasion or Offertory
Sun. 10am Acolyte 2 | Tanner Kremer everyday spending. Purchase them in Parish Property
Cross Bearer | AJ. Warren the back of Church. Birthright
Torch | Elijah Sensenich
Torch [ Grady Allen How it works
Visit the church website and
NEW YEAR’S MASS SCHEDULE @ . %]] s . @ Facebook page to keep up to
Mary, The Holy Mother of God B date on church events.
(Holy Day of Obligation) e Mmoo vt
outefyourpociet atas e oo Sunday Bulletins are also
December 31st - 5:00pm (Vigil Mass) published on the website
January Ist - 6:00pm stcolumbanchurch.com
facebook.com/St.Columban
MOBILE MEALS Church/

St. Columban will deliver Mobile Meals in February. . . .
Anyone interested in assisting please contact Marti W .7ya& *§ Direct half of your Missouri

Miller at 660-247-2978. We are in need of parishioners .
who can substitute for the regular delivery people. State Taxes to Catholic

Thank you. { Sy’ | Education at No Cost to You
- 4 Every business and every individual can

VOCATIONS CHALICE help a child access Catholic education by
We are excited about a brand new initiative here at / 7 reserving 100% tax credits before Dec. 3.
St. Columban to help promote and pray for more vocations = ‘ Let tax dollars you have to pay go to
to the priesthood and religious life! It’s a traveling vocations scholarships for qualified students who
chalice! Every week, the chalice will go to a family who will o5 : want to attend Catholic school.
pray with it for more vocations. With the chalice will be a = The Bright Futures Fund aims to award more than
few prayers that the family is to say every day they have the o $12 million in K-12 Catholic school scholarships!

chalice as well as some other ideas for you and your family to
do when you have it. We will be continually adding to it and
feel free to add your own ideas for those who come after
you! If you would like your family to have the chalice for a

X MOScholars

BrightFuturesFund.org

week, please email the parish OffI.CQ and we will get you on Christy Gruenbaum (816) 714-2338  Reserve tax credits now and
the calendar. Thank you for helping us pray for more MOScholars Development help us reach our goal!
vocations! gruenbaum@diocesekcsj.org Call or scan the QR code to learn more. -

SCHOOL NEWS
Thank You, Knights of Columbus

The staff of Bishop Hogan would like to extend a sincere thank you to the Knights of Columbus for the generous Christmas gift
cards. Your thoughtfulness and continued support throughout the year mean so much to our staff and school community. We are
deeply grateful for the many ways you support our students, teachers, and the mission of our Catholic school. May God bless you

for your generosity and service.



